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UNCLAS BELFAST 1 1 1 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT U.K. (N.I.) 

SUBJECT: PROVISIONAL IRA FIRES SHOT ACROSS THE BOWS 
REF: (A) BELFAST 91 (B) BELFAST 88 

1. PROVISIONAL IRA CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR BELFAST 
CITY CENTER BOMBING MID-AFTERNOON APRIL 2. BOMB PLACED 
IN NEWLY RENOVATED TRAVEL AGENCY ABOUT ONE HUNDRED YARDS 
FROM MUCH-BLASTED EUROPA HOTEL. EXPLOSION AND FIRE 
GUTTED ENTIRE BUILDING. PROVISIONAL STATEMENT DESCRIBED 
ATTACK AS WARNING AND ACCUSED ARMY OF HARASSMENT VIOLATING 
TRUCE. BELFAST BRIGADE PROVISIONALS GAVE EXAMPLES OF 
VIOLATIONS AS STIT I ,-1 INEXMPT . ATNFD SHOOTING TWO PROVISIONAL 
SINN FEIN MEN (REF A) AND ARMY SEARCH OF HOUSE LOWER 
FALLS APRIL 1. PRESS QUOTES SECSTATE REES AS MAKING 
FIRST KNOWN DIRECT PUBLIC REFUTATION OF PROVISIONAL USE OF 
TERM "TRUCE" IN A STATEMENT EVENING APRIL 2. 

REES SAID LEVEL ACTIVITIES PART SECURITY FORCES RELATED TO 
LEVEL OF ANY ACTIVITY THAT MIGHT OCCUR AND THAT "THERE IS 
NO QUESTION OF A TRUCE. THIS IS A CEASEFIRE BY THE PROVISIONAL 
IRA." ASSOCIATED STORMONT STATEMENT NOTED SEARCH OF HOUSE WAS 
RESULT INFORMATION RECEIVED AND THAT SECURITY FORCES 
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DEFENSE REGIMENT PATROL SOUTH ARMAGH MARCH 14. 

2. SEAMUS LOUGHRAN PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN ORGANIZER IN 
RADIO INTERVIEW MARCH 3 PROFESSED BE UNINFORMED OF 
PROVISIONAL IRA MOTIVES IN INTERRUPTING CEASEFIRE. HE SPECULATED 
IT WAS IN NATURE OF A WARNING "SHOT ACROSS THE BOWS" OF BRITISH 
ARMY. HE EXPRESSED BELIEF INCIDENT CENTERS INEFFECTUAL IN THIS 
SITUATION AND FACE TO FACE DISCUSSIONS NOW NECESSARY. IN 
ANOTHER EVENT, PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN NEWRY HAS CLOSED ITS 
INCIDENT CENTER IN PROTEST OVER ARREST NEWRY MAN AND HIS ALLEGED 
SUBSEQUENT MISTREATMENT BY ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARLY SPECIAL 
BRANCH OFFICERS. 

3. M.P. GERRY FITT LEADER SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR PARTY 
(SDLP) REACTED STRONGLY TO BOMBING STATING FLATLY THAT 
PROVISIONAL IRA WOULD RECEIVED NO RPT NO SUPPORT FROM ANY 
QUARTER FOR RESUMPTION HOSTILITIES. SOME LOYALIST POLITICIANS 
CALLED ON GOVERNMENT SUSPEND PROGRAM OF RELEASES DETAINEES. 

4. COMMENT: BOMBING MOST PROBABLY INTENDED AS REMINDER RATHER 
THAN OPENING BLAST IN RENEWED CAMPAIGN. SELECTION OF 
UNIMPORTANT BUT HIGHLY VISIBLE TARGET ON MAIN BELFAST ARTERY 
INDICATES EFFORT ACHIEVE MAXIMUM PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT. PROVISIONALS 
UNDOUBTEDLY DIVIDED INTERNALLY ON TACTICS AND NEWRY ACTIVITIES 
PROBABLY EREFLECT STRAINS ON ORGANIZATIONAL DISCIPLINE. THERE 

ALSO HINTS THAT PROVISIONALS HAVE AGREED TO EXCURSION IN 
PROVIDING "PROTECTION" TO IRISH REPUBLICAN SOCIALIST PARTY AGAINST 
OFFICIAL IRA ATTACKS (BELFAST 109). HOWEVER CONVICTION GROWING 
BELFAST THAT PRESENT STREATEGY PROVISIONALS IS TO MAINTAIN 
CEASEFIRE THROUGH CONVENTION PROCEEDINGS. PROVISIONALS EXPECT 
CONVENTION RESULTS WILL DEMONSTRATE CONCLUSIVELY TO MINORITY 
NORTHERN IRELAND THEIR INABILITY ACHIEVE SATISFACTORY PARNTERSHIP 
THROUGH DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. THEY EXPECT ALSO ANCILLARY RESULTS 
"FAILURE" CONVENTION WILL INCLUDE ADVERSE EFFECT ON BRITISH 
PUBLIC OPINION AND DISCREDITING OF SDLP. 
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